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militia, and the assembling of parliament put into

the mouth of His Majesty an expression which was
not true, namely, that there existed insurrections in
the country. It might be urged, that at that time,

there was great appearance of danger, and that it
was better to prevent the meditated mischief than to
wait for its arrival.    In such a case ministers too
would have done better to have taken the responsi-
bility to themselves, and applied to parliament for
a bill of indemnity.    He had on a former occasion
taken notice of ail the arts which were at that time
employed  to propagate  alarm;   of the  Duke  of
Richmond throwing himself into the  Tower in the
middle of the night; of the mail-coach being re-
tarded, and carrying with it the most dismal reports
of the state  of the metropolis, so that every person,
who arrived in a post-chaise expected to find that
all London was in a flame,    lie had then surmised
that all this was the effect of mere political artifice j
he  now found   his suspicion   confirmed   by   facts-
During the course of the trials, he had heard the
evidence of the spies of  government, no  part  of
which went to sanction the alarm which had been so
industriously   propagated.     I   followed   therefore,
either that  ministers were deceived by their owa
.spies, and had thereby shewed themselves unfit for
the situation which they held, or that they had acted
upon an alarm, which they did not feel, to answer
the infamous purposes of their own ambition, and to
delude the people into a wicked and a ruinous war*
At the time every body admitted that the measures
of ministry were extraordinary, but something they
said must come out.    Papers notoriously in the pay
of ministers, even took upon them to mention the
particulars of the plot, and to name the persons con-
cerned.    He had then moved for a committee of the
house to enquire into the subject: his motion was
negatived because ministers knew that no such plot
had ever existed.    If a government wanted a plot,
plots, like other commodities, would be brought to
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